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Interview with an
A D U L T  E D U C A T O R

Please, introduce yourself

Have you ever worked with robots during your work with adult learners?

Can you tell us more about the type of robot you worked with?

How many times did you use the robot?

How and in what contexts your robot be used?

I am an educator in a university of applied sciences in the Netherlands. I have over 8
years of teaching experience and have done educational work with adult educators and
care givers.

I currently work as an educator at the university of applied sciences; I often educate and
train future rehabilitators, physiotherapists and care givers. 

However, I have worked in the past with the organization CuraMare after the pilot study
we participated in (as a university) for the robot LEA. CuraMare is a large health care
provider, which delivers personalized care for young and old. CuraMare is located in
North Holland. 

I have trained care providers on the importance of robotics in adult education and care
and have worked with the Lea, the robot rollator for people with Parkinson disease.
Currently I work more often with Obi the Robot hand and other educating adults on
how to use robots such as Pepper, Zora, Tessa in different settings.

I have worked with Lea multiple times. Currently I work often with Robotarm Obi and
Tessa.

Lea (Lean Empowering Assistant) was intended for people who experience problems
with walking where a normal walker does not provide sufficient support. Lea is the
perfect tool for Parkinson's patients. Lea was essentially a smart walking aid that
makes people much more mobile and their walking experience much safer.  
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If not confidential, what was the costs for implementation

For example, the cameras and sensors on Lea see obstacles and objects on the route.
Lea avoided these dangerous situations. Due to her stability and weight, Lea also
helped the user to get out of the chair or get up from bed. Lea is so smart that she
keeps track of how much the user moves and - if desired – Lea can also give extra
exercises if the user does not achieve their exercise goals. Lea also actively encourages
the user to adopt a better posture, take larger steps, move more, etc. Via the built-in
screen the user could make contact (through video calling) with care providers or
informal carers at any time and vice versa - the care providers can also reach the user!
For example, they can remind them of their medication, appointments or just have an
informal chat or a check in conversation. Lea was also very much supporting the
medical workers at the different facilities. Not only because of the functionalities I
previously mentioned, but also because it is highly self-sustainable -  if it needs
charging,  LEA automatically goes to its charging station. 

Unfortunately, soon after it’s launch, the company which manufactured Lea went
bankrupt. This was very unfortunate for many elderlies that were already making use of
it and for care providers which had the ambition to make use of it in the future. It was a
very high potential tool that went off market too quickly in my opinion.  

Since then I have mainly worked with Robotarm Obi, which is  a robot for people who
experience difficulties and have reduce mobility for their hand and arm functions. Obi is
a robotic arm that can bring food to a client's mouth. This makes it easier for clients to
decide for themselves what, when and how quickly they want to eat. This is because
they are no longer dependent on the help of a healthcare professional.

Obi has changed the lives of many people. There are many, but here is one testimony:
https://www.focalmeditech.nl/ervaringen/hanno-bos/

I am not entirely sure what is the full cost for implementation. I know that the robot
itself costs around EUR 5.900 excluding VAT. 

https://www.focalmeditech.nl/ervaringen/hanno-bos/
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Have you experienced any problem(s) with the robot?

From your point of view,  is this robot suitable for teaching children?

 From your point of view, is this robot suitable for teaching adult learners with
disabilities too?

Do you personally train other teachers to work with the robot?

I haven’t had any problems with the robot. For some users it takes time to adjust that
using such robot can be very beneficial for them, but this is more on the cognitive than
the technical side. 

I believe it would be a very innovative manner to support children with the use Obi.

Most definitely. 

I do when I am given the opportunity to do so. 

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication [communication] reflects the
views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information

contained therein
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